InterReligious Task Force on Central America 

3606 Bridge Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44113

tel: 216.961.0003   fax: 216.961.0002   e-mail: irtf@igc.org
	via fax  011 57 1 286.7434 / 286.7842 / 284. 2186 

Senor Presidente Alvaro Uribe Velez
President of the Republic of Colombia
	via fax:   011 57 1 222 1874

Dr. Jorge Alberto Uribe

Minister of National Defense, Colombia

	via fax:  011 57 1 286.8025 

Sabas Pretelt de la Vega

Minister of Interior and Justice, Colombia
	via fax: 011 57 1 342.9723 /  281.7531

Dr. Edgardo José Maya Villazon

Attorney General of Colombia


September 4, 2004 

Dear Sirs:

We are extremely concerned that there has been no word from the indigenous authorities of the Municipality of Toribío, Cauca department,  who, on August 22, left from the Toribío Reserve for the Municipality of San Vicente del Caguan, located in the Alta Mira Reserve, Veredes Laureles, Caquetá department. These persons are Plinio Trochez, Governor of the Indigenous Authorities of the Toribío Reserve; Arquímedes Vitonas Noscue, Mayor of the Municipality Toribío; Gilberto Muñoz Coronado, Coordinator of CECIDIC and former Mayor of Toribío; Rúben Darío Escue, Acting Governor of the Indigenous Authorities of San Francisco; and Erminson Velasco, driver of the vehicle.  Alta Mira Reserve authorities had them to discuss development planning to benefit the Alta Mira residents.  The majority of the communal authorities of Alta Mira were former residents of the Toribío Reserve, but had been forced to leave because of land scarcity.

On the afternoon of August 24, the Secretary of the Cauca Government received a call saying that Mayor Vitonas and his accompanying commission had been kidnapped.  For unknown reasons, the secretary did not relay this information to the Municipal Representative of Toribío until 4:00 pm, August 25; he did not mention who the possible perpetrators of the kidnapping might be, but spoke of an armed group of unknown identity.  The departmental government has since denied knowledge of the events.

The Regional Indigenous Council of Cauca (CRIS) was born in Toribío and has been recognized internationally for advancing an excellent process for autonomy and land recovery that would benefit the entire continent.  The Paez (also known as Nasa) people have been recognized with the First Prize for the Ecuatorial Initiative 2004.  Mayor Vitonas, who was President of the Departmental Assembly of Cauca, has been recognized by UNESCO as a Master of Wisdom.  The indigenous communities of Cauca have publicly announced a mobilization in mid-September to protest the government's package of constitutional reforms to facilitate free trade negotiations with the US; these reforms would negatively affect indigenous autonomy, security and rights.  They are also protesting the aggressions committed against their people by armed groups.
We are extremely concerned that it is in this context that the confusing and disturbing events of the “disappearance” of the Toribío municipal authorities has occurred.  We therefore strongly urge that you immediately

· officially clarify the information about the “kidnappings” of the Municipal Commission;

· give clear information about their whereabouts and guarantee their security and well-being.    

Thank you for your prompt attention to these grave concerns.

Sincerely,

Brian J. Stefan Szittai, Coordinator


Copies: 
Ambassador Luis Alberto Moreno   fax: 1 202 232 8643

Sr. Francisco Santos, Vice President of Colombia ~ fax: 011-57.1.337.1351

ONIC, National Indigenous Organization ~ via US mail

Ambassador Luis Alberto Moreno, Embassy of Colombia ~ fax: 1 202 232 8643

Ambassador William B Wood, US Embassy in Colombia ~ fax: 011-571-315-2197

Charles Barclay, Desk Officer for Colombia, US Department of State ~ fax: 202.647.2628

Colombia Support Network ~ fax: 608. 255-6621
CSN Cauca Colombia

The following people hereby urge you to take action on this matter as indicated in this letter:
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